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SUBJECT: US DELEGATION TO THE QUITO MFM 
REF: (A) STATE 225913 (B) STATE 233030 

1. REF A CONVEYED TEXT OF LETTER FROM THE SECRETARY TO 
ECUADOR'S FOREIGN MINISTER LUCIO PAREDES EXPRESSING 
DEEP REGRET AT NOT BEING ABLE TO ATTEND QUITO MFM, AND 
REF B CONVEYED TEXT OF SECRETARY'S LETTER TO PAREDES 
DESIGNATING HIS QTE CLOSE AND TRUSTED COLLABORATOR UNQTE, 
DEPUTY SECRETARY OF STATE ROBERT W. INGERSOLL, AS SPECIAL 
DELEGATE OF THE U.S. TO THE QUITO MFM. 

2. SOME REPORTS INDICATE LATIN CONCERN THAT THE SECRE- 
TARY'S INABILITY TO ATTEND MIGHT BE A SIGN OF LACK OF 
U.S. INTEREST IN LATIN AMERICA. IN YOUR DISCRETION, YOU 
SHOULD DRAW UPON THE TEXT OF THESE LETTERS TO MAKE CLEAR 
THE SECRETARY'S SPECIAL SENSE OF REGRET AT NOT BEING 
ABLE TO MEET WITH HIS COLLEAGUES IN QUITO, HIS INTENTION 
FOLLOW CLOSELY THE DELIBERATIONS OF THIS IMPORTANT 
MEETING AND HIS CONTINUING PERSONAL COMMITMENT TO THE NEW 
DIALOGUE TO IMPROVED INTER-AMERICAN RELATIONS. 
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3. PLEASE REPORT REACTIONS, IF ANY. INGERSOLL 
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